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1. Introduction 

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report was prepared by Cavendish Consulting (Cavendish) to 

explain, in detail, the consultation activity undertaken by RWE Renewables UK Onshore Wind Ltd, (the 

Applicant) in relation to the proposed Eredine Wind Farm (the 'Proposed Development') which includes up to 

22 turbines and associated infrastructure, located between the villages of Eredine to the west and Furnace to 

the east. 

Comments and feedback received from Public Exhibitions and local community meetings, as well as those 

received through a wider community engagement programme have been collated and reported within this PAC 

Report, which accompanies the formal application under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to the Scottish 

Government’s Energy Consents Unit (ECU). The PAC Report also illustrates how the Applicant has responded 

to comments from members of the public and community groups, and where relevant, has helped shape and 

inform the design of the Proposed Development. 

 

 

i. Background and Section 36 Context (Consultation) 

Albeit not a statutory requirement for Section 36 applications, the Applicant has applied the principles of the 

consultation process recommended for ‘major’ planning applications as set out in The Town and Country 

Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2022 and Planning Circular 3:2022 
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- Development Management Procedures1. This enables the local community and all those with an interest in 

the proposals, a clear opportunity to view the proposals, and importantly provide comment and feedback. 

ii. Best Practice     

The Applicant is aware of the value of engaging with and seeking to involve local people in development 

proposals, both prior to and following the submission of any application and through to the construction and 

operation should the Applicant’s proposals obtain consent. 

Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 - Community Engagement2 is an update of PAN 81 which advises that in 

order for the community engagement to be successful, it is important that everyone interested in the future 

development of the community, village, town or city they live in, should understand the planning process. 

Developers are advised to involve residents at the earliest opportunity so that they can feel confident that 

engagement in the process has been meaningful: 

PAN 3/2010 highlights that the term "consultation" is used to mean the: 

“Dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups based on a genuine exchange of views and, 

normally, with the objective of influencing decisions, policies or programmes of action. The terms ‘engagement’ 

and ‘involvement’ are generally interchangeable and are taken to mean the establishment of effective 

relationships with individuals or groups. Participation is everything that enables people to influence the 

decisions and get involved in the actions that affect their lives. In the context of this document engagement is, 

in effect, giving people a genuine opportunity to have a say on a development plan or proposal which affects 

them; listening to what they say and reaching a decision in an open and transparent way to ensure they are 

taking account of all views expressed (page 3, paragraph 1).” 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (2023) also highlights the important role of effective engagement, 

stating:  

“Throughout the planning system, opportunities are available to engage in development planning and decisions 

about future development. Such engagement, undertaken in line with statutory requirements, should be early, 

collaborative, meaningful and proportionate. Support or concern expressed on matters material to planning 

must be given careful consideration in the determination of development proposals.”  

The Applicant is committed to undertaking effective and early consultation methods in this way, including 

tailoring its strategies to suit individual communities. Residents’ values and issues of importance vary and the 

consultation programmes are designed to reflect that. 

 

 

 

 

1 https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-circular-3-2022-development-management-procedures/  

2 https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-3-2010-community-engagement/ 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/pages/2/  

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-circular-3-2022-development-management-procedures/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-3-2010-community-engagement/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/pages/2/
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2. Overview of Consultation Activity 

The consultation for the Proposed Development began in January 2020. A letter (Appendix A) was distributed 

to local community councils advising that the Applicant was exploring the opportunity of developing a wind 

farm on the site, and that it intended to submit a planning application to install an anemometer mast on the site 

to monitor wind speeds in the near future. 

This letter (along with a copy of the site boundary) was sent on 22nd January 2020 to the community councils 

and community groups of; 

➢ Avich & Kilchrenan;  

➢ Dunadd; 

➢ Furnace;  

➢ Glenorchy & Innishail; 

➢ Inveraray; and  

➢ West Loch Fyne.  

 

A follow up letter was sent in June 2020 (Appendix B and Appendix C) to advise that the Applicant had 

submitted a request for a Scoping Opinion had been submitted to the ECU, advising that a ‘Public Information 

Day’ would be held in due course. This letter was sent to the above community councils and also the elected 

representatives of Argyll and Bute’s Council’s Mid Argyll and Oban and North Lorn wards. 

In June 2022, the Applicant once again wrote to the above listed stakeholders and community councils 

(Appendix D) to inform that a new request for a Scoping Opinion had been submitted to the ECU. In August 

2022, a further invitation was sent inviting them to a series of forthcoming public exhibitions that were to be 

held and advising the launch of a project website (Appendix E).  

Notice of the Public Exhibitions was published in the Oban Times and Lochaber Times on the 15th of 

September 2022 and the Argyllshire Advertiser on the 16th September 2022 (Appendix F). In addition to writing 

to the aforementioned stakeholders and community councils, the Applicant issued invitational newsletter to 

local residents within a 10km radius of the proposed site on 21st September 2022. A copy of the invitational 

newsletter can be found in Appendix G.  

The Applicant held five in-person public exhibitions on the following dates:  

• Nicol Hall, Inveraray - Tuesday 27th September 2022 

• Ford Village Hall - Wednesday 28th September 2022 

• Furnace Village Hall - Thursday 29th September 2022 

• Portsonachan Village Hall - Tuesday 4th October 2022 

• Dalavich Community Centre - Wednesday 5th October 2022 

At each event members of the project team were on hand to answer any questions that members of the public 

had regarding the proposals. 

Alongside these events, an online virtual exhibition room was also available for anyone unable to attend any 

of the above dates. Information shown online exactly mirrored that shown at the in-person events.   
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Dialogue and meetings were maintained with community councils, stakeholders, neighbours and other 

communities following these event as well as email communication with Jenni Minto MSP and Rhoda Grant 

MSP.  

 

Following this initial round of public consultation events in 2022, a second round of drop-in events was held to 

provide the local community and stakeholder the opportunity to view the updated Proposed Development in 

advance of the submission of the Section 36 application to the ECU. 

The applicant issued invitations to all residents located within 10km of the site. The invitation is shown in 

Appendix H. Notice of the events was published in the Oban Times and Lochaber Times on the 14th of March 

and the Argyllshire Advertisers on the 15th March 2024 (Appendix I)  

These events were held on the following dates: 

• Nicol Hall, Inveraray - Wednesday 27th March 2024 

• Portsonachan Village Hall - Thursday 28th March 2024 

All comments and feedback received from the consultation period, as well as those received through the 

second round of drop-in events have been collated and analysed as part of this PAC Report (Section 4), which 

also illustrates how feedback has, where possible, help shape and inform the Proposed Development.  
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iii. Consultation Events 

The Applicant delivered exhibitions in the traditional manner, with an in-person event complemented by a 

virtual consultation hosted on the project website https://eredinewindfarm.consultation.ai/. The website was 

updated with relevant information throughout the different stages of the project. 

The overall aim of the consultation was to provide an opportunity for all stakeholders to view and review the 

proposals, to explain how the design had evolved and gain valuable feedback on the Proposed Development.  

At the time of these exhibitions, the Proposed Development consisted of 25 turbines up to 230m to tip 

Members of the development team in attendance to present the proposals for the Proposed Development, 

answer questions and importantly listen to feedback from attendees.  

At all five events, exhibition boards were displayed, offering an overview of the site design at that point in time. 

Copies of the exhibition boards were hosted in the Virtual Consultation Room continuously throughout the 

lifetime of the website. 

The subjects of the banners were: 

 

Along with the display banners, a number of site plans and visualisations (including baseline photographs and 

photomontages) of key viewpoints were also on display (Appendix J / Appendix K). 

A feedback form was made available at the event and attendees were encouraged to complete this in order to 

provide detailed feedback. An example of the feedback form can be found in Appendix L.  

Details of the public exhibitions were advertised by a Public Notice in the Oban Times & Lochaber Times on 

15th September 2022 and the Argyllshire Advertiser on 16th September 2022 (Appendix F). 

1. Welcome
2. Who are 

we?
3. Why 

Eredine?
4. Our 

studies

5. How the 
wind farm 
would look

6. Bringing 
the turbines 

to site

7. Revised 
project 

timetable

8. What 
happens 

next?

9. Working 
with your 

community

10. Have 
your say

https://eredinewindfarm.consultation.ai/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eredine Wind Farm PAC Report Page 8 of 87 

Nicol Hall, Inverary – 27th September 2022 

There were six attendees to the event, with questions ranging from information regarding 

the landowner, to potential views from the village of Furness along with clarification about 

the grid connection and grid route. 

 

 

Ford Village Hall – 28th September 2022 

There were six visitors to the exhibition, with a good general discussion 

regarding the proposal, ornithology was mentioned, especially the 

presence of golden and sea eagle, along with the presence of bats. 

 

 

 

Furnace Village Hall – 29th September 2022 

14 people attended the exhibitions, including residents and 

representatives from the community council. The main issues that arose 

was in relation to access along the A83, other points raised include: 

- Would borrow pits be used? It was mentioned that the existing 

quarry in Furnace generates significant local traffic and concerns 

were raised that this would increase were the development to use 

rock from the quarry. 

- Would existing trail routes be preserved or enhanced to encourage walking, horse riding and mountain 

biking? 

- Could a visitor centre be included in the proposals to encourage local tourism? 

- Clarification was sought around both potential noise impacts and the use of aviation lighting as part of 

the Proposed Development. 

- Questions were raised regarding what time the turbines would be transported to site. 

 

Portsonachan Village Hall – 4th October 2022 

Ten attendees visited the public exhibition, mostly local residents from the 

village of Eredine and further down Loch Awe. Points of discussion 

included: 

- A local resident raised concerns regarding the proposals, 

specifically relating to visual impact of the Proposed 

Development, along with concerns that guests who holiday at the 

premises owing to its remoteness may feel impacted were the wind farm to be developed.  

- There were concerns and questions raised that the Proposed Development could affect nearby 

hydroelectrical schemes and hill flow rates. 

 

Nicol Hall, Inverary 

Ford Village Hall 

Furnace Village Hall 

Portsonachan Village Hall 
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- Discussion about whether there could be a reinstatement of through road and a previous ‘coal path’ 

starting on Forest Drive South and coming out around Durran.  

- There was discussion about the potential community benefit fund relating to the Proposed 

Development and how this could be used locally. 

 

Dalavich Community Centre – 5th October 2022 

Overall, there were ten attendees to the event, with less conversations 

and feedback than some of the previous exhibitions. Much of the 

conversations centred around the need for the project and the future of 

both the United Kingdom’s energy marker and future energy supply. 

 

 

Virtual Consultation Room 

The virtual exhibition room launched on September 27, 2022, featuring all banners, maps, and photomontages 

displayed at the in-person events, along with a project FAQs document. The overall aim of the online 

consultation was to give all stakeholders the opportunity to view and review the proposals. Exhibition boards 

were available in the Virtual Consultation Room for the entire duration of the website's existence. 

 

 

During the consultation period, there were 265 unique visitors to the project website. The materials that were 

on display can be found in Appendix J and Appendix K. A feedback facility was made available, with the 

option for interested parties to send feedback either online through the website or a dedicated postal address. 

A direct email address was provided for anyone who wished to contact the team via the virtual exhibition.  

Dalavich Community Centre 
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The second round of two in-person drop-in information sessions were held at the following locations on the 

following dates: 

 • Nicol Hall, Inveraray – Wednesday 27th March 2024 

• Portsonachan Village Hall – Thursday 28th March 2024 

At the time of these exhibitions, the Proposed Development consisted of 22 turbines up to 200m to tip. 

The Applicant issued an invitation (Appendix H) to local residents of the proposed site on 14th March 2024. 

Members of the development team were in attendance to present the proposals for the Proposed 

Development, answer questions and importantly listen to feedback from attendees.  

On display within both events were exhibition boards providing an overview of the site design at the point in 

time the online consultation was held. Copies of the exhibition boards were hosted in the Virtual Consultation 

Room continuously throughout the lifetime of the website. 

The subjects of the banners were: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Along with the display banners, a number of site plans and visualisations (including baseline photographs and 

photomontages) of key viewpoints were also on display. (Appendix N / Appendix O). 

Details of the public exhibitions were advertised by a Public Notice in the Oban Times & Lochaber Times on 

14th March 2024 and the Argyllshire Advertiser on 15th March 2024 (Appendix I) 

 

 

1. Welcome
2. Bringing 

the Turbines 
to the Site

3. Working 
with your 

community



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eredine Wind Farm PAC Report Page 11 of 87 

Nicol Hall, Inverary – 27th March 2024  

10 people attended the event, asking questions about various topics. 
The points of discussion included : 
 

• Protection of watercourses during construction 
• Accessibility of the site and forest during both construction and 

operations 

 

 

Portsonachan Village Hall – 28th March 2024 

Seven people attended the event, asking questions about various 

topics. The points of discussion included :  

• Community benefit fund and the positive impact this has had on 

the area. 

• The felling that would be required to facilitate the Proposed 

Development 

• The proposed grid connection and whether it would be 

underground cable or overhead line 

iv. Additional Engagement 

As part of the Applicant’s ongoing engagement with the local community regarding the Proposed Development, 

several meetings took place as part of the pre-application consultation. 

 

➢ Private Residence, near Dalmally – 6th November 2023 

The Applicant met with local residents in their home to give an update on the Proposed Development and 

answer questions. The questions and topics of conversation included: 

- The visual impact of the Proposed Development on both their private residences, but also a holiday 

home that they own and operate. 

- Noise from the Proposed Development. It was mentioned that residents in the area can hear the 

operational An Suidhe wind farm, with concerns raised that noise from the Proposed Development 

would also be audible. 

- Concerns around shadow flicker from the Proposed Development. 

- The construction period was discussed, with clarification given that construction hours relating to the 

Proposed Development would be conditioned as part of any planning consent. 

- There was a wider discussion about the future felling plan of the trees with the Proposed Development 

site boundary. 

- There was discussion as to whether the Proposed Development would impact existing hydroelectric 

schemes in the area and what could be done to mitigate this. 

 

➢ Portsonachan Village Hall – 6th November 2023  

The Applicant met residents from Eredine village to discuss updates to the design and answer questions and 

queries they have on the Proposed Development. These included: 
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- Discussion around shadow flicker and noise impacts, especially ‘low frequency’ noise relating to the 

Proposed Development. 

- General discussion around the various design options of the Proposed Development and the 

reasoning and justification for the amends in both height and number of proposed turbines. 

- Concerns were raised about the potential for landslips caused by the construction of the Proposed 

Development on the B840. 

- There was a general discussion regarding the designation protection afforded to Loch Fyne as 

opposed to Loch Awe and whether this had a bearing on the citing of the turbines. 

 

➢ Eredine Community Benefit Workshop – 24th October 2023 & Inform and Inspire Programme 

On behalf of the Applicant, Foundation Scotland brought together representatives from key community 

organisations across a cluster of mid-Argyll communities on the 24th October 2023 to begin to identify how 

they might best begin to consider community benefit opportunities linked to the Proposed Development. The 

Eredine ‘Inform and Inspire’ Programme found in Appendix I summaries the workshop and outlines the key 

themes emanating from the event, with further events proposed to help shape and inform the conversations 

that unfold as part of the Eredine community consultation process over the coming months and years. These 

proposed events have now taken place. At the events, speakers from community organisations across 

Scotland that are delivering innovative projects on the themes presented and answered questions from the 

attendees. 
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3. Feedback 

v. Feedback from Consultation 

The consultation introduced the Proposed Development to the local community and provided an opportunity 

for all stakeholders to provide feedback. A feedback form facility was made available, with the option for 

interested parties to send feedback either online through the website or via a dedicated postal address. The 

Applicant’s contact details (email, print and phone) were also prominent throughout. Feedback obtained has 

fed into the design process, where possible, and can be viewed under Section 4: Key Issues Arising from the 

Consultation. Specific points raised during the consultation period can also be seen in Section ii below. 

vi. Feedback Received 

As part of the exhibition feedback form, the Applicant asked approximately how far attendees lived from the  

site of the Proposed Development, and what they thought about the proposed layout of the Proposed 

Development’. Of the respondents, 2 lived within 2 km of the site, 5 between 2-5 km, 2 between 5-10 km, and 

1 over 10 km away. The feedback on the proposed layout consisted of 2 positive responses, 2 neutral and 9 

were negative. 
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4.  Response to Key Consultation Issues 

The following section sets out the key issues raised during the pre-application consultation period and those 

raised in the various meetings and discussions the Applicant had with stakeholders. Where appropriate, a 

response has been made to show how these issues have been addressed or indeed, highlight where 

adjustments have been made to the site layout as a direct result of the feedback received. 

Although the Proposed Development is a Section 36 application and therefore out with the requirement for 

statutory public consultation, the Applicant has sought to follow this process and ensure that extensive public 

engagement has taken place. 

The Section 36 application, along with supporting materials will also be made available for viewing on the ECU 

website and the project website https://uk.rwe.com/project-proposals/eredine/ 

The public will be able to submit formal comment directly to the ECU.  

 

Comment Applicant Response (if applicable) 

Concerns over an increase in traffic during 

the construction of the Proposed 

Development 

This is assessed in Chapter 13: Traffic and Transport of 

the EIA Report. No significant effects were identified for 

traffic during construction.  Should the Proposed 

Development be consented, a detailed Construction Traffic 

Management Plan will be prepared. This will include further 

information, for example, on construction traffic routeing, and 

proposed mitigation measures. 

Would the existing trail routes be 

preserved or enhanced to encourage 

walking, horse riding and mountain biking? 

The core path C119(b-c) may be temporarily closed during 

construction of the Proposed Development. Details of this will 

be agreed with Argyll and Bute Council as part of an Access 

Management Plan. Any closures or diversions would be 

communicated via a Community Liaison Group. There are 

currently no plans to enhance the existing trails.  

Could a visitor centre be included in the 

proposals to encourage local tourism? 

Construction of a visitor centre is not currently within the 

scope of works. 

Concerns that the Proposed Development 

could have an impact on the local 

hydrology 

Local hydrology is considered within Chapter 12: Geology, 

Hydrology and Hydrogeology. Based on the environmental 

baseline and embedded mitigation described in Chapter 12, 

there are no likely significant adverse effects related to the 

Proposed Development. 

Concern regarding noise generated by the 

Proposed Development 

Predicted noise levels are assessed in Chapter 7: Noise of 

the EIA Report.  The results show compliance at all receptors 

during both the daytime and night-time periods. 

Reinstatement of the through-road from 

Forest Drive to Durran 

Assessment of roads are considered in Chapter 13: Traffic 

and Transport of the EIA Report. No reinstatement of the 

Forest Drive is currently proposed. 

 

https://uk.rwe.com/project-proposals/eredine/
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Comment Applicant Response (if applicable) 

The turbines should be set further back 

from Loch Awe 

The Proposed Development has been located within the 

central upland plateau area to the east of Loch Awe where it 

is set back from the rising slopes and ridgeline. 

The design evolution and project description are described in 

Chapter 3: Design Evolution and Alternatives, and 

Chapter 4: Description of the Proposed Development of 

the EIA Report.  

Concerns overshadow flicker caused by 

the Proposed Development 

Shadow Flicker was scoped out of the EIA Report, due to the 

distances between the turbine locations and potential 

receptors. This is discussed in the Proposed Development’s 

Scoping Report, and Chapter 16: Infrastructure and Other 

Issues.   

Concerns over aviation lighting installed on 

the proposed turbines 

An aviation lighting strategy has been prepared by a 

specialist aviation consultant (Wind Power Aviation 

Consultants (WPAC))) and is included in Appendix 15A: 

Aviation Assessment, as well as summarised in Chapter 

15: Aviation of the EIA Report. With the measures in place, 

it is anticipated that any potential effects on aviation would be 

satisfactorily mitigated.  The visual impact of aviation lighting 

is discussed in Appendix 8.3: Night Time Assessment of 

Chapter 8 Landscape and Visual. 

Sections of the A83 may need to be 

straight to transport the turbines 

Appendix 13A, Chapter 13: Traffic and Transport of the 

EIA Report provides a Route Survey Report (RSR) 

undertaken by Pell Frischmann. The RSR assesses the 

proposed abnormal load delivery route and its ability to 

accommodate abnormal load deliveries transporting wind 

turbine components to site. The RSR identifies locations 

along the proposed delivery route where mitigation will be 

required to accommodate the movements of abnormal load 

vehicle. Mitigation requirements are informed by swept path 

assessments of the route where a model of the abnormal 

load vehicle transporting a component is used to test 

constrained locations, swept path assessments and identified 

mitigation are presented within Appendix B of the RSR. 

Turbines will be “highly visible” from the 

village of Eredine 

Visual effects from the small settlement of Eredineis 

presented in Chapter 8: Landscape and Visual  of the EIA 

Report. The effect on views from Eredine have been 

assessed as minor (in heavily filtered winter views) to not 

significant. 

Concerns over the suitability of the A83 

and concerns that homes on the 

transportation route will suffer from 

vibration 

This is assessed in Chapter 13: Traffic and Transport and 

Chapter 7: Noise of the EIA Report. No significant effects 

were identified for traffic or noise and vibration during 

construction or operation of the Proposed Development.  
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Comment Applicant Response (if applicable) 

Can the height of the turbines be reduced 

from 230m? 

The Proposed Development has evolved from the scoping 

stage, through the design process which has involved a 

number of iterations. This has led to a reduction in the 

horizontal and vertical scale of the Proposed Development 

and a reduction in turbine numbers from 26 to 22 and 

reducing the horizontal extent of the Proposed Development. 

The vertical turbine height has also reduced from 230m to 

blade tip at scoping to up to 200m to blade tip. The design 

evolution is presented in Chapter 3: Design Evolution and 

Alternatives of the EIA Report.   

Concerns of the impact of the Proposed 

Development on nearby hydroelectrical 

schemes 

Hydrological effects are considered in Chapter 12: Geology, 

Hydrology and Hydrogeology of the EIA Report. Based on 

the environmental baseline and embedded mitigation 

described in Chapter 12, there are no likely significant 

adverse effects related to the Proposed Development. 

Concern about impact on local water 

supply 

This is assessed in Chapter 12: Geology, Hydrology and 

Hydrogeology of the EIA Report. Based on the 

environmental baseline and embedded mitigation described 

in Chapter 12, there are no likely significant adverse effects 

related to the Proposed Development.  

Concerns over the impact of the Proposed 

Development on raptors, including Golden 

and Sea Eagle and Osprey 

This is assessed in Chapter 11: Ornithology of the EIA 

Report. Environmental measures have been embedded into 

the Proposed Development to minimise any potential impacts 

on breeding birds; taking this and other mitigation measures 

into account, it was concluded that the Proposed 

Development would not have a significant effect on birds. 

 

Impact of local bat population This is assessed in Chapter 10: Ecology of the EIA Report. 

With the implementation of the proposed bat mitigation 

measures and other good practice measures, no significant 

effects are predicted for the local bat communities and 

foraging bats.  

Concerns about noise impact during 

construction of the Proposed Development 

This is assessed in Chapter 7: Noise of the EIA Report. No 

significant effects were identified for noise and vibration 

during construction or operation of the Proposed 

Development.  

Concerns about the amount of concrete 

used to in the Proposed Development’s 

construction 

Estimated volumes of concrete are presented and 

considered in Chapter 4: Description of the Proposed 

Development of the EIA Report.  
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Comment Applicant Response (if applicable) 

What is happening with tree felling on the 

site? 

This is considered in Chapter 4: Description of the 

Proposed Development, Appendix 4A Forestry 

Assessment.  

Concerns about landslips on the B840 

once the Proposed Development is 

constructed 

This is assessed in Chapter 6: Renewable Energy, Carbon 

Balance and Peat, as well as Appendix 6B: Peat 

Landslide Risk Assessment of the EIA Report.  No impacts 

are predicted. 

Concern that the Proposed Development 

may impact local house prices 

Socio-economics are assessed in Chapter 15: Socio- 

Economics, Tourism and Recreation of the EIA Report, 

though this does not assess likely impacts of the Scheme on 

house prices. 

We have however not seen any substantial evidence that 

shows a drastic reduction in house prices near to a wind farm. 

We accept that the debate still continues about their aesthetic 

value and the impact that wind turbines may or may not have 

on the price of individual houses. This is clearly subjective and 

there are two sides to this argument.  

 

Strachur & District Community Council 

requested to be consulted on the 

proposals due to visibility from their area. 

Noted. 

Would Proposed Development impact 

existing hydroelectric schemes in the area 

and what could be done to mitigate this 

 Impacts upon existing hydroelectric schemes have been 

assessed as not significant in Chapter 12: Geology, 

Hydrology and Hydrogeology 

Does the designation protection afforded to 

Loch Fyne as opposed to Loch Awe, have 

a bearing on the citing of the turbines 

The design evolution and project description are described in 

Chapter 3: Design Evolution and Alternatives, and 

Chapter 4: Description of the Proposed Development of 

the EIA Report.  The proposed turbines have been 

cohesively located, on the central plateau of the Landscape 

Character Type (LCT) (beyond the foreground ridges 

enclosing Loch Awe and Loch Fyne) to benefit from 

intervening screening and limit the visibility of the proposed 

turbines, as well as reducing the horizontal and vertical 

extent of the Proposed Development from key views and 

particularly when perceived from the edges (which includes 
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Comment Applicant Response (if applicable) 

small settlements and routes) and shores of Loch Fyne and 

Loch Awe. 

Concerns over views from local 

settlements  

An assessment on the visual impact upon settlements is 

included in Chapter 8: Landscape and Visual  

How can local residents benefit from 

hosting the wind farm?  

RWE follows Scottish Government best practise guidance for 

community benefits funds. The means that the Proposed 

Development’s community benefit fund will be equal to 

£5,000 per MW of installed capacity.   

The Applicant is also committed to offer opportunity of shared 

ownership with the community of up to 49%.  

 

Concerns over traffic impacts if local 

quarries are used 

At this stage it is expected that aggregates for the Proposed 

Development will be taken from onsite borrow pits. However 

to assess the worst-case scenario (upon traffic), the 

assessment in Chapter 13:Traffic and Transport of the EIA 

Report has assumed that 100% of the aggregates will come 

from Clachan quarry.  

Questions raised regarding what time the 

turbine components would be transported 

to site 

Abnormal load movements would be scheduled to avoid 

periods of increased baseline traffic. 
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5. Summary 

From the outset, the Applicant sought to engage and consult fully with the local community and stakeholders 

regarding the Proposed Development.  

Although this level of public consultation is not a statutory requirement for a Section 36 planning application, 

as demonstrated within this report, the Applicant closely followed best practice regarding community 

engagement and public consultation. The Applicant was grateful for those who were able to attend the in-

person public exhibition and take the time to view the proposals on the project website and engage with the 

development via email and telephone. 

The Applicant was pleased to meet and present to local residents and will seek to continue to do so following 

the submission of the Section 36 application. 
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6. Appendices 

Appendix A: January 2020 Letter to Community Councils 
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Appendix B: June 2020 Letter to Community Councils  
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Appendix C: June 2020 Email to Elected Councillors   
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Appendix D: June 2022 Letter to Community Councils and Elected 
Councillors  
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Appendix E: August 2022 Community Council Exhibition Invitation3 

 

3 Please note that the letter is dated August 31, 2023, but it was actually sent on August 31, 2022. This is a typographical 

error. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eredine Wind Farm PAC Report Page 26 of 87 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eredine Wind Farm PAC Report Page 27 of 87 

Appendix F: 2022 Consultation Events Public Notice  
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Appendix G: September 2022 Residents Consultation Invitation 
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Appendix H: March 2024 Residents Consultation Invitation 
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Appendix I: March 2024 Consultation Events Public Notice 
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Appendix J – 2022 Consultation Event Banners  

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eredine Wind Farm PAC Report Page 34 of 87 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eredine Wind Farm PAC Report Page 35 of 87 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eredine Wind Farm PAC Report Page 36 of 87 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eredine Wind Farm PAC Report Page 37 of 87 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eredine Wind Farm PAC Report Page 38 of 87 

Appendix K – 2022 Exhibition Photomontages, Viewpoints & Maps 
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Appendix L – 2022 Consultation Feedback Form
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Appendix M – Inform and Inspire 
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Appendix N – 2024 Exhibition Display Materials 
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Appendix O: 2024 Exhibition Photomontages, Viewpoints & Maps 
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